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facing America s Asia-Pacific aliesin an age of shifting strategic balances.

and capabilities should Australiainvest in? Culturally, the Royal Australian Navy is an heir to

Marines doesn t mean much in operational terms, but it s symbolic of Australia s early enlistment in a much more
adversarial U.S.

Submarines are, in effect, Australiasfirst line of defense.

In the meantime, the chief purpose of Australian grand strategy should be to defer that decision for aslong as
possible.

Inits most controversial form, this argument contends that the enlightened self-interest of Asias major states
should be harnessed towards forming a concert of powers, an institutionalised strategic order echoing that of
Europe in the nineteenth century.

Jennifer Rutlidge:Australia seems to be in arather strange and unique position.

That decision isn t necessarily irreversible, but since some initial design choices will need to be made soon to
avoid a capability gap asthe Collins Class is phased out, it seems likely to be decisive.
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