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An indigenous design, on the other hand, risks testing the limits of Australia s technical and managerial
wherewithal, with attendant risks of cost overruns, delays, underperformance and onerous service requirements all
of which has afflicted the development and upkeep of Australia s Collins Class submarines.

LHD amphibious assault vessels and a new fleet of over-sized frigates all of which will

Marines into Darwin? President Obama svisit to Australiawas, | think, very significant.

What sets Australia apart is its geographic dislocation from Northeast Asia, the main area of competition, from
which it is separated by long distances, an archipelagic screen and, beyond that, continental Southeast Asia
Jennifer Rutlidge:Australia seems to be in arather strange and unique position.

I m considerably more guarded in my enthusiasm.

Inits most controversial form, this argument contends that the enlightened self-interest of Asias major states
should be harnessed towards forming a concert of powers, an institutionalised strategic order echoing that of
Europe in the nineteenth century.

Of course, a coherent force structure such as this would require a considerable increase in Australian defence
expenditure.

Submarines are, in effect, Australiasfirst line of defense.

Indeed, Australia s defense minister Stephen Smith has already categorically ruled out nuclear propulsion.
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