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of the commitments it accepts and what they mean for its long-term political relationship with
That would mean allowing others to do the balancing on our behalf, preserving the best possible relations with
each major player without over-committing to any thereby minimising the risks to ourselves of being dragged
prematurely into conflict or intense competition.
needs to develop anti-ship missiles to keep up with other nations in Asia? Do you
Do you feel this is the right approach? Would a home grown diesel submarine with advanced AIP capabilities
work better? With Canberra scheduled to introduce 12 new submarines over the next few decades, Dr.
Babbage acknowledges, constrains Canberra s ability to even discuss, much less pursue the option.
Harry s solution echoes the strategic agenda advocated by several commentators, myself included: Washington s
allies must seek to bind the U.S.
The basic ingredients, among other things, would involve: plenty of land-based air-power; a large, robust
submarine fleet; advanced mine-warfare capabilities; a constellation of satellite, maritime surveillance aircraft and
land-based radar; and, to the extent surface combatants remain secure and cost-effective, a fleet of Fast Attack
Craft armed with high-speed anti-ship missiles.
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